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the east of the Tisza, and is the least developed part of the plain
as it contains great areas of sandy soil. Wheat and maize are
extensively grown, but the yield per acre is below the average.
Tobacco is a crop of some importance.
As a result of the climatic conditions under which it is grown,
Hungarian wheat is of high quality, but the average yield is little
more than 18 bushels per acre. Maize is not so extensively grown
as wheat and is mainly used for feeding stock. Rye, barley, and
oats together cover over one-fourth of the cultivated area. Other
crops include sugar-beet, flax, hemp, and hops.
In early times cattle-breeding was probably the chief pursuit
of "the Hungarian people, and it still holds an important place in
the agricultural economy of the country', though its character
has almost entirely changed. The natural pasture lands, over
which the cattle formerly roamed, are rapidly decreasing in extent,
while the area under fodder plants is largely on the increase. At
the same time, scientific methods of breeding stock have been
introduced, and the dairying industry is of growing importance.
In the years before the war of 1914-18 agriculture had made con-
siderable progress in Hungary, and in this progress the State had
played a prominent part. Agricultural schools and experimental
farms had been established in many parts of the country. Govern-
ment help had been given to co-operative societies, more especially
to those connected with the sale of agricultural produce. Colonies,
in regions hitherto uncultivated, had been established, and" the
margin of cultivation had been steadily pushed forward. The
practice of husbandry had also advanced. The rotation of crops
had become common over a great part of the country instead of the
old three-field system, which still, it is true, survived in places;
and the proportion of land which lay fallow every year had been
gradually reduced. An agrarian law passed in 1920 to facilitate
the breaking up of large estates has not yet had much effect. On
these the yield per acre has, as a result of more modern -methods,
been higher than on the small farms which constitute the greater
part of the agricultural domain1.
Manufacturing industry in Hungary was for long confined to
supplying the more immediate wants of the people, but, with the
industrial development of Austria after 1866, it became evident
if Hungary were not to become economically dependent